Veazie Town Council Meeting

       




             May 19th, 2014


Members Present: Chairman Tammy Perry, Councilor Karen Walker, Councilor Robert Rice, Councilor Joseph Friedman, Councilor Chris Bagley, Manager Mark Leonard, Secretary Julie Strout, Deputy Treasurer Julie Reed, Assessor Ben Birch, Budget Committee Members Jeff Wheelden, Patricia Rice and Brian Perkins, School Supt. Rick Lyons, Principal Scott Nichols, School Committee Chair Gavin Batchelder, Business Manager Sharon Soucie and various members of the public.

Members Absent:  
None

ITEM 1:       Call to order
Chairman Tammy Perry called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

ITEM 2:       Secretary to do the roll call:
All present

ITEM 3:       Pledge of the allegiance:

ITEM 4:       Consideration of the Agenda

Councilor Robert Rice wanted to add Format of Town Meeting as #7a under New Business. 
ITEM 5:       Approval of the May 12th, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes
Councilor Karen Walker made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to accept the May 12th, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes as written. Voted 4-0-1. Chairman Tammy Perry abstained.  Motion carried. 

ITEM 6:       Comments from the Public 

Citizen Frank St. Louis stated his concerns about the School Budget. 
New Business:

ITEM 7a:    Format of the Town Meeting
Councilor Robert Rice suggested at the Annual Town Meeting that a power point presentation be used for the citizens to be able to see the budget line by line as they are discussed. The Council all agreed on having this available at the Annual Town Meeting.
Old Business:
ITEM 7:   Budget Discussion

Assessor Ben Birch updated the Council since he met with the members of the Penobscot River Restoration. Mr. Birch’s new figures for the property at 100 Veazie St. went from 4M to $545,200.00 which leaves the mil rate at an increase of .45.  The Council reviewed and discussed the budget line by line.
Councilor Joseph Friedman made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris Bagley to approve the Executive Budget at $278,976.00. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.
Councilor Karen Walker made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris Bagley to approve the Police Department Budget at $329,971.00. Voted 4-1-0. Chairman Tammy Perry opposed. Motion carried.

Councilor Chris Bagley made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to approve the Fire Department Budget at $198,490.00. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.

Councilor Karen Walker made a motion, seconded by Councilor Robert Rice to approve the Public Works Budget at $0. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.

Councilor Chris Bagley made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to approve the Recreation Department Budget at $14,553.00. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.

Councilor Robert Rice made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to approve the Community Investment Budget at $23,800.00.  Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.

Councilor Chris Bagley made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to approve the Capital Funds Budget at $165,000.00. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.

Councilor Joseph Friedman made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris Bagley to approve the Reserve Account Budget at $64,000.00. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.

Councilor Robert Rice made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to approve the Fixed/Variable Budget at $419,249.00. Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.
Councilor Joseph Friedman made a motion, seconded by Councilor Chris Bagley to approve the School Budget at $4,265,505.63. Voted 2-3-0. Councilor Robert Rice, Councilor Karen Walker and Chairman Tammy Perry opposed. Motion denied.

Councilor Robert Rice made a motion, seconded by Councilor Karen Walker to reduce the School Budget to $4,255,505.63. Voted 3-2-0. Councilor Chris Bagley and Councilor Joseph Friedman opposed. Motion carried.

ITEM 8:      Road Discussion

The Council discussed some suggestions for the use of the proposed FY14/15 Capital Highway Maintenance Funds. The Council agreed on the possibility of paving the end of Mt. Hope Ave., Chase Rd. (1000LF) Ridgeview Lane, Highview Terrace and Merrick/Summer St. with alternates being Thompson Rd, Riverview Park, Prouty Drive and Chase Rd. extended.  Manager Leonard will have this information included in the power point for the Annual Town Meeting.
ITEM 9:      Signing of the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting and School 

         Budget Meeting

Councilor Robert Rice made a motion, seconded by Councilor Joseph Friedman to approve the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting and School Budget Meeting as amended and will be called to come to the Town Office for signatures.  Voted 5-0-0. Motion carried.
ITEM 10:    Manager’s Report
Manager Leonard reviewed his report with the Councilor’s.

Chairman Perry stated that the Charter Review Committee is done and the Charter is being reviewed by Attorney Russell and she is in hopes to be able to get a copy out to everyone for review once Mr. Russell is done reviewing it.
The Council discussed what items should be on the Agenda for the June 10th Council Meeting.
ITEM 11:     Comments from the public
None

ITEM 12:    Requests for information and Town Council Comments
Councilor Walker suggested that the town should send out thank you cards to John Manter for helping out in the cemetery and also the Job Corp. for their help at the Veazie Clean Up Day.  Councilor Walker also stated that the cemetery is in rough shape. 
ITEM 13:     Review & sign of AP Town Warrant #21, and Town Payroll #22.  Veazie School Payroll Warrant #22a &#23 and Veazie School Warrant #23.

The warrants were circulated and signed.

ITEM 14     Adjournment 

Councilor Robert Rice motioned to adjourn
Councilor Joseph Friedman seconded.  No discussion. Voted 5-0-0
Motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:48pm

A True Copy Attest:

Julie L Strout

Deputy Town Clerk

